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Urban Village Element, p 1.3-4 
 
A Urban Village Strategy  
 
discussion 
 
The urban village strategy tries to match growth to the existing and intended character of the city’s 
neighborhoods.  Four categories of urban villages recognize the different roles that different areas will 
play in the city’s future:   
 
1. Urban centers are the densest neighborhoods in the city and are both regional centers and 
neighborhoods that provide a diverse mix of uses, housing, and employment opportunities. Larger urban 
centers are divided into urban center villages to recognize the distinct character of different 
neighborhoods within them. 
 
2. Manufacturing/Industrial Centers are home to the city’s thriving industrial businesses.  As with urban 
centers, Manufacturing/Industrial Centers are regional designations and are an important regional 
resource.  
 
3. Hub urban villages are communities that provide a balance of housing and employment, generally at 
densities lower than those found in urban centers.  These areas provide a focus of goods, services, and 
employment to communities that are not close to urban centers.  
 
4. Residential urban villages provide a focus of goods and services for residents and surrounding 
communities but may not provide a concentration of employment.   
 
Urban Centers: Downtown, Uptown, South Lake Union, First Hill, Capital Hill, University District, 
Northgate 

Manufacturing/Industrial Centers: Duwamish, Interbay 
 
Hub Urban Villages: North Rainier, Fremont, Ballard, Bitter Lake, Lake City, West Seattle Junction 
 
Residential Urban Villages: ALL the rest including Madison-Miller and 23rd and Union-Jackson 
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Land Use Element, p 2.3-2.5 
 
Introduction 
 
discussion 
 
The Land Use Element carries this Plan’s urban village strategy forward to guide the development of 
Seattle’s Land Use Code (Seattle Municipal Code Title 23). The Land Use Code regulates the 
development and continuing use of existing buildings and land. Seattle’s land use regulations provide 
detailed rules that implement the general goals and policies contained in this element. The Land Use 
Element is not intended to guide City actions, such as the siting of public facilities or provision of City 
services, not related to the Seattle’s Land Use Code. 
 
This element contains three sections. The fi rst section lays out citywide land use policies for those issues 
where the City’s policy is the same or similar across more than one type of land use category. The second 
section discusses each general land use category, identifying the policies that differentiate the City’s land 
use categories from each other. The third section discusses location-specific land use policies, including 
policies that react to the special characteristics of an area, such as a historic district or a shoreline. 
 
A Citywide Land Use Policies 
 
discussion 
 
Citywide land use policies guide the development and interpretation of the City’s land use regulations. 
Policies in this section generally apply across all of the City’s zones, unless a difference is identified. 
Policies specifi c to a particular land use category, including differences from the citywide policies, are 
discussed in section B below. 
 
goals 
 
LUG1 Provide for a development pattern consistent with the urban village strategy by designating areas 
within the city where various types of land use activities, building forms and intensities of development are 
appropriate. 
 
LUG2 Foster neighborhoods in which current and future residents and business owners will want to live, 
shop, work, and locate their businesses. Provide for a range of housing types and commercial and 
industrial spaces in order to accommodate a broad range of families and individuals, income groups, and 
businesses. 
 
LUG3 Encourage, through the City’s land use regulations, development that protects the public’s health 
and maintains environmental quality. 
 
A1 The Future Land Use Map & the Location of Zones 
 
discussion 
 
Seattle is divided into a number of zones that regulate the uses and development in each area. These 
zones implement the urban village strategy, and the current zoning is generally appropriate. This plan 
organizes these zones into broad land use categories (single-family, multifamily, commercial/mixed-use, 
downtown, industrial, major institution), and describes how those categories of land use are intended to 
function. The Future Land Use Map shows how those categories are distributed throughout the city. 
 
The Future Land Use Map is a graphic representation of the future of Seattle.  It displays where different 
types of development are planned to occur.  The specific locations of zones are identified on the City’s 
Official Land Use Map, which is part of the regulatory structure that implements this Plan.  Most changes 
to the location of specific zones will not require amendments to the Future Land Use Map.  Future Land 
Use Map amendments will generally only be considered for significant changes to the intended function of 
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a large area.  
 
As time goes on, it can be appropriate to reconsider the zoning in a particular area or on a particular site.  
Decisions about the appropriate zoning for an area are guided by criteria that the City uses to judge 
whether a zone is appropriate in a particular location.  Procedures and criteria for rezones are contained 
within the City’s Land Use Code.  Some policies in this Plan refer to adopted neighborhood plans.  Those 
plans are found in the Neighborhood Planning Element of this Plan.  
 
(The Future Land Use Map can be found at the end of the Plan, after the appendices)  
 
policies  
 
LU1 Use the goals and policies included in this Plan to identify on the Future Land Use Map the general 
locations where broad categories of land uses are preferred.  Use rezone criteria which implement the 
goals and policies of this Plan to identify on the City’s Official Land Use Map where the specific zones are 
located.  
 
LU2 Generally, Future Land Use Map amendments will be required only when significant changes to the 
intended function of a large area are proposed. Changes in the Land Use Code zone designation of land 
that does not significantly change the intended function of a large area generally will not require an 
amendment to the Future Land Use Map.  
 
LU3 Establish rezone evaluation criteria and procedures to guide decisions about which zone will provide 
the best match for the characteristics of an area and will most clearly further City goals.  
 
LU4 Ensure that there will continue to be room for the growth targeted for an area when considering 
changes that could reduce the capacity for jobs or housing.  
 
LU5  
1. Consider, through neighborhood planning processes, recommendations for the revision of zoning to 
better reflect community preferences for the development of an area, provided that consistency between 
the zoning and this Plan is maintained.  Consider relevant goals and policies in adopted neighborhood 
plans when evaluating a rezone proposal.  
 
2. Seek opportunities in rezones or changes in development regulations to incorporate incentive programs 
for development of housing that is affordable for the longest term practicable.  
 
3. Consider development regulations that condition higher-density development on the provision of public 
benefits when such public benefi ts will help mitigate impacts of development attributable to increased 
development potential.  
 
LU6 In order to focus future growth, consistent with the urban village strategy, limit higher intensity zoning 
designations to urban centers, urban villages, and manufacturing/industrial centers.  Limit zoning with 
height limits that are significantly higher than those found in single-family areas to urban centers, urban 
villages, and manufacturing/industrial centers and to those areas outside of urban villages where higher 
height limits would be consistent with an adopted neighborhood plan, a major institution’s adopted master 
plan, or with the existing built character of the area. However, the City Council may permit greater heights 
on commercially-zoned sites in the Interbay area along and near W. Dravus Street between 15th Avenue 
W. and 20th Avenue W., through overlay zoning, zoning map amendment, or other implementing 
measures.  
 
LU7 Establish building height limits consistent with the goals of the urban village strategy and the type 
and scale of development intended for each zone classification.  
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Neighborhood Planning Element, p. 8.3-8.5 

 A Introduction 

discussion 

Neighborhood planning is a way to tailor the comprehensive plan and implement it in areas with urban 
villages or centers and adopted growth targets. It is also a means by which members of any Seattle 
community may participate in planning for the future of their area within the context of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan.   
 
The two phases of neighborhood planning discussed in this element are the planning process and 
subsequent plan implementation. In early 2000, the City concluded a five-year neighborhood planning 
process.  The City took three actions in response to each plan produced in this process.   From each plan 
a set of neighborhood specific goals and policies were adopted into the Compre- hensive Plan.  These 
goals and policies constitute the “adopted” neighborhood plans. The City also approved by resolution a 
work-plan matrix indicating the intent of the City concerning the implementation of specific 
recommendations from each neighborhood plan.  Finally, the City recognized by resolution that each plan, 
as submitted to the City, constitutes the continuing vision and desires of the community.  The recognized 
neighborhood plans, however, have not been adopted as City policy.  
 
goals 
 
NG1 Recognize neighborhood planning and implementation as critical tools for refining and turning into a 
reality the vision of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
NG2 Give all community members the opportunity to participate in shaping the future of their 
neighborhoods. 
 
NG3 Develop neighborhood plans for all areas of the city expected to take significant amounts of growth. 
Such a plan should refl ect the neighborhood’s history, character, current conditions, needs, values, vision 
and goals. Permit other areas interested in developing neighborhood plans to undertake neighborhood 
planning. In areas not expected to take significant amounts of growth encourage limited scopes of work 
that focus on specific issues or concerns, rather than broad multi-focused planning processes. 
 
NG4 Define clearly the role that adopted neighborhood plan goals and policies, neighborhood plan work-
plan matrices, and recognized neighborhood plans play in the City’s decision-making and resource 
allocation. 
 
NG5 Foster collaborative relationships between citizens and the City. 
 
NG6 Build strong, effective strategies for developing and implementing neighborhood plans 
 
NG7 Help to realize the intent of neighborhood plans for areas that will accommodate the bulk of the city’s 
growth 
1. through adoption into the Comprehensive Plan of Neighborhood Plan goals and policies, 
2. by striving to implement the work plan matrix adopted with each plan, and 
3. by recognizing each community’s desires, reflected in its proposed neighborhood plan document. 
 
policies 
 
N1 The policies in this element are intended to guide neighborhood planning for areas that are designated 
through the Comprehensive Plan to accommodate significant proportions of Seattle’s growth, as well as 
other areas. 
 
N2 Maintain consistency between neighborhood plans and the Comprehensive Plan. In the event of an 
inconsistency between the comprehensive plan and a proposed neighborhood plan, consider either 
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amendments to the comprehensive plan which are consistent with its core values, or amendments to the 
neighborhood plan. 
 
N3 Either community organizations or the City may initiate neighborhood plans with City support, to the 
extent provided in the City’s annual budget. 
 
N4 Neighborhood Plans for Areas with an Urban Village, Urban Center, or Manufacturing/Industrial 
Center: 
 
A. Each neighborhood plan for areas with an urban village or center must address the following topics: 
land use, transportation, housing, capital facilities and utilities. Those undertaking a neighborhood plan 
may conclude that the Comprehensive Plan adequately expresses the vision and goals of the 
neighborhood for any of these topics. When this occurs, the neighborhood plan need only provide that the 
corresponding Comprehensive Plan element constitutes the policy for the neighborhood plan. In addition, 
the development of a neighborhood plan could include other elements or neighborhood specific policy 
recommendations important to the neighborhood (i.e. Cultural Resources, Environment, etc.) 
 
B. Each neighborhood plan containing urban village or center must: 
 
1. identify the boundaries of the urban village or center in conformance with the description of urban 
villages and centers in this plan 
 
2. describe growth targets for the affected center or village; and 
 
3. prepare transportation, capital facilities and utilities inventories and analyses for the designated urban 
village or center. 
 
N5 Adopt into the Comprehensive Plan portions of any neighborhood or subarea plan that the City 
Council determines should be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan and that are consistent with this 
plan. 
 
N6 Require that the following be taken into consideration in establishing future planning area boundaries: 
 
1. Areas defined by a strong historical, cultural, geographic, or business relationships. 
 
2. Natural or built barriers (e.g., I-5, major topography change). 
 
3. Manageable size of area, manageable complexity of issues for resources available. 
 
4. Generally agreed upon neighborhood boundaries. 
 
5. The Urban Village Strategy. 
 
6. The appropriateness of the area for the issues being addressed in the plan. 
 
N7 Establish basic guidelines for creating and updating neighborhood plans that ensure an inclusive, 
collaborative and effective approach. Provide guidelines for things such as how to develop public 
participation processes, make plans with realistic expectations, and monitor implementation of the 
plans over time. 
 
N8 Neighborhood planning processes and plans may vary, refl ecting the different characteristics, 
interests and perspectives of community members, while meeting basic guidelines for neighborhood 
planning. 
 
N9 Encourage collaborative neighborhood planning that involves simultaneous consideration of City and 
neighborhood goals and strategies, and includes representatives for both the City and neighborhoods 
working together. 


